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the Juftice or Sheriff of the Delivery of fuch Runaway; except Servants or
Rumaways brought from Accomack into Somer(et County, for fuch, only Two
hundred Pounds of Tobacco, or Twenty Shillings; and the like from that
Side of Virginia next the River Potomack; for which faid Sum or Sums paid,
fuch Runaway fhall make Satisfaction, when Free, by Service, or otherwife,
befides what fhall be adjudged, as a Recompence for the Abfence of fuch run-
away Servant, as aforefaid, as the Court fhall adjudge ; but if any {uch Perfon,
fo apprehended, brought, and delivered, as aforefaid, be a Freeman, and refufe
to pay fuch Sum or Sums of Tobacco, or Money, then, and in fuch Cafe, the
Magiftrate, before whom he or the fhall be brought, thall forthwith commit the
faid Perfon, fo refufing, to Prifon, till he or fhe give {ufficient Sccurity, or make
full Satisfadtion, by Servitude, or otherwife,

A xp be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Mafter
or Miftrefs of any Servant whatloever, or Overfeer, by Order or Confent of
any fuch Mafter or Miftrefs, fhall deny, and not provide fufficient Meat,
Drink, Lodging, and Clothing, or {hall unreafonably burthen them, beyond
their Strength, with Labour, or debar them of their neceflary Reft and Sleep,
or exceffively beat and abufe them, or fhall give them above Ten Lathes for
any one Offence, the fame being fufficiently proved before the Juftices of the
County-Courts ; the faid Juftices have hereby full Power and Authority, for the
Firft and Second Offence, to levy fuch Fine upon fuch Offender, as to them
thall feem meet, not exceeding One thoufand Pounds of Tobacco, to the Ufe
of His Majefty, His Heirs and Succeflors, for the Support of Government ; and
for the Third Offence, to fet fuch Servant, fo wronged, at Liberty, and free
from Servitude : But in cafe the Mafter or Owner of any fuch Servant fhall
think that he or they deferve greater Correétion, then the faid Mafter or
Owner of fuch Servant or Servants, fhall, or may, carry them before any
Juftice of the Peace, who hearing the Complaint, fhall order fuch Correction,
as he fhall fee fit, not exceeding Thirty nine Lathes for any one Offence.

Axp be it alfo Ena¢ted by the Authority aforefaid, That all Negroes, and
other Slaves, already imported, or hereafter to be imported, in this Province,
and all Children, now born, or hereafter to be born, of fuch Negroes and
Slaves, fhall be Slaves during their Lives. »

Axnp forafmuch as many People have negleCted to baptize their Negroes,
or fuffer them to be baptized, on a vain Apprehenfion, that Negroes, by re-
ceiving the Sacrament of Baptifm, are manumitted, and fet free : Be it hereby
further Declared and Ena&ed by and with the Authority, Advice, and Confent
aforefaid, That no Negro or Negroes, by receiving the Holy Sacrament of
Baptifm, is thereby manumitted, or fet free, nor hath any Right or Title to
Freedom, or Manumiffion, more than he or they had before ; any Law, Ufage,
or Cuftom, to the contrary notwithftanding, ,

A~p be it further Ena&ed, That all Minifters, Paftors, and Magi-
firates, or other Perfons what{oever, who, according to the Laws of this Pro-
vince, do ufually joyn People in Marriage, fhall not, upon any Pretence, joyn
in Marriage any Negro whatfoever, or Mulatto Slave, with any White Perfon,
on the Penalty of Five thoufand Pounds of Tobacco; the one Half to His Ma-

jefty, His Heirs and Succeffors, for the Ufe of the Free-Schools, the other Half -

to the Informer, or him or them that fhall {fue for the fame; to be recovered
in any Court of Record of this Province, by Attion of Debt, Bill, Plaint,
or Information, wherein no Effoign, Protetion, or Wager of Law, to be
allowed, |

Axp be it further Enaed by the Authority aforefaid, That any White
Woman, whether Free, or a Servant, that fhall fuffer her felf to be begot with
Child by a Negro, or other Slave, or Free Negro, {o begot with Child, as afore-
{aid, if Free, fhall become a Servant for and during the Term of Seven Years ;

if a Servant, fhall finith her Time of Servitude, together with the Damage that
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